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Strengthening the cross-border
cooperation between regional and
local public authorities, schools and

educational institutions, chambers of
commerce, NGOs, museums and

cultural institutions registered and
functioning in the eligible area etc.

Total budget of the Programme: 
€ 88.125.002

European Union contribution represents: € 74.906.248 (IPA II)

www.romania-serbia.net

Serbia, 6 districts:
Severnobanatski | Srednjobanatski 

 Južnobanatski | Podunavski
Braničevski | Borski

Romania, 3 counties:
Timiș |Caraș-Severin |Mehedinți 
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The Interreg - IPA Cross-border Cooperation Romania-Serbia Programme
provides the opportunity for both countries to continue their cross-border
cooperation under the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA II)
financing instrument, using European Union support. The European Union's
total contribution represents € 74.906.248.

The programme strategy focuses on the key challenges of the border region
and the responses that are available to address problems that exist, namely:
the connectivity of the region, the lack of competitiveness which affects the
economy of the border area, key issues of rural development, the significant
common challenges in the environment field, cross-border emergency
situations, the perception of the border as a “division” and not having intense
cooperation and contact between regions and communities on both sides of
the border. 

These challenges have been targeted by projects that contribute to the
modernization of road infrastructure and transport safety measures,
promotion of natural and cultural heritage (including tourism), environment
protection and risk management, increasing labour mobility and
development of sustainable services, and promoting social inclusion for
marginalized groups. 

With the support of the European Union funding and the partner states in the
Programme, €68,35 million IPA funds were contracted by 72 Romanian-
Serbian cross-border projects (data from 2021), including 2 strategic projects.

About the programme

www.romania-serbia.net
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Four priority axes have been identified as the basis for intervention in order to
address common challenges facing regions in both Romania and Republic of Serbia.

Priority axis 1 was developed in order to enhance the potential of the programme
area for an inclusive growth. 
Priority axis 2 focuses on the sustainable use of natural resources. 
Priority axis 3 promotes the achievement of improved quality standard in public
transport, mobility services, improved and enlarged access to modern and efficient
public utilities services (incl. Internet, energy). 
Priority axis 4 tackles the tourism activity in the Romanian-Serbian cross-border
area in order to improve the capabilities and skills for high quality tourism services.

PRIORITY AXES AND OBJECTIVES

Improvement of quality of tourism services and products

Public utilities infrastructure
Transport infrastructure and services

Mobility

www.romania-serbia.net

Innovative tourism activities

Environmental risks management
Environmental protection

Sustainable use of natural resources
Social and cultural inclusion

Health infrastructure

Health and social infrastructure
Labour mobility Employment
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2

11 projects

1 project

6 projects 4 projects

1 project

11 projects

SECOND CALL (launched on 27 November 2017 / deadline on 24 April 2018):

32 84

8

Romanian & Serbian
cross-border partner
institutions

103

15 projects 15 projects 2 projects 6 projects

Strategic call (launched on 15 September 2015 / deadline on 15 March 2016):

Submitted
projects17 Financed

projects

www.romania-serbia.net

FIRST CALL (launched on 15 September 2015 / deadline on 1 February 2016):

Financed
projects

Romanian & Serbian
cross-border partner
institutions

Romanian & Serbian
cross-border partner
institutions

Submitted
projects

194

Submitted
projects176
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38

31 projects finalized

Financed
projects

€68,35 million IPA funds were contracted by 72 projects

15 projects finalized



Implementing authorities:

Managing Authority: Ministry of Development, Public Works and Administration (RO)

www.romania-serbia.net

Joint Secretariat: Regional Office for Cross-border Cooperation Timisoara

National Authority: Ministry of European Integration (SRB)

www.mdlpa.ro

www.mei.gov.rs

www.brct-timisoara.ro
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Examples of projects 
in our cross-border region!



All living things, from one-celled microbes to humans and
whales, depend on Earth’s supply of air and water. 
 Unfortunately, many things that are useful to people produce
pollution that causes an adverse change to the natural habitat
damaging the quality of air, water and land.
„Cross-border network for education and research of
natural resources” project is dealing with common challenges
in the protection and sustainable use of main natural resources
in the cross-border region of South Banat District and Timis
County.
Their overall objective is to establish a cross-border monitoring
and an educational network that will gather data by analysing
soil and water for pollution caused by intensive agriculture.
Data collected will be shared with users, authorities and the
resident population in order to promote the protection and
sustainable use of environmental resources.
University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine of
the Banat “King Michael I of Romania” from Timisoara and the
Regional Development Agency Južni Banat Pančevo are the
cross-border partners of the project.
Project RORS-279 budget: €1.124.337,90.

The Old Lake of Kikinda is a beautiful natural space and a
favourite place to rest and relax. Some time ago, the
local public authorities decided to improve the condition
of this natural oasis within the municipality. 

Kikinda joined forces with their neighbours from Jimbolia
to rehabilitate the ecological sites within a cross-border
project. The aim was to enhance environmental
protection and sustainability in the Romanian-Serbian
border region.

“EKO Lakes - Ecosystems Rehabilitation and
Preservation of Natural Values in Jimbolia and
Kikinda” is a European Union-funded cross-border
project that environmentally improved Jimbolia’s Lakes
and Old Pond Lake, remodelling the green spaces. They
also reorganised them to serve the citizens better by
building walking paths and installing urban furniture and
ecological public lighting.

Project RORS-373 budget: €787.736,97.

Pollution
is a global problem that affects all of us, 

including our cross-border region!



Life expectancy at birth rose rapidly in Europe during the
last century due to several factors, including reductions
in infant mortality, rising living standards, better
education, and advances in healthcare and medicine.
The official Eurostat statistics reveal that life expectancy
has risen, on average, by more than two years per
decade since the 1960s. The ageing of the population in
terms of medical, social and economic progress is a kind
of victory. 

However, ageing challenges existing social support
systems and affects almost all areas of life. The elderly
population and members of vulnerable groups,
especially in rural areas, have difficulties accessing the
services, systems of social protection and their rights in
institutions of this system.

In recent years, by adopting EU standards in education,
both Serbia and Romania have upgraded their educational
system; however, there is space to improve, especially
regarding preschool education.

“For Unique New Education Design” (FUN-ED) project
aims to be a cross-border development tool in education
and health. Together with children, the partners will
practice newly developed methods and transfer all the
acquired experiences into an educational model for higher
education students. The FUN-ED project seeks to build a
new link between the two neighbouring countries,
connecting 60 teachers, 1,500 students, 700 primary
school children and 1,000 parents from Zrenjanin, Vrsac,
Ocna de Fier and Timisoara. They will benefit from the
results of this project. FUN-ED is here: https://funed.rs/en/
Project RORS-434 budget: €623.028,31.

The “Common support on the life path in the cross-border area” project objective is to promote development and
increase the availability of social security networks in local communities’ border areas to prevent the isolation of
elderly and disabled persons and hold back their dependence on institutional care.
Serbian and Romanian partners from Žitište, Săcălaz and Sečanj are preventing social isolation and developing
capacity for old and disabled persons and their inclusion in the social life of the community.
Project RORS-439 budget: €338.426,34.

World Health Organization reveals that mental disorders are by far the
main cause of chronic disease that affects the population of Europe. The
usual practice is to ignore the childrens` needs which makes diagnosis
and intervention delayed until the disorders become clinical. The system
remains focused on hospitals, with little primary and outpatient care,
resulting in obsolete and ineffective care services. (European
Commission, 2016)

In order to change this, the partners are setting up two Mental Health
Intervention and Support Centers, reachable and accessible in the
community, for the community, customized according to the need of
each child.

Rehabilitation Foundation „Speranta” from Timisoara [RO], Timis Branch of the „Save The Children” Foundation [RO]
and Municipality of Plandiste [RS] have been involved in increasing the quality of life of children at risk of mental
health disorders in the Romanian-Serbian cross-border area through project ”Mental health care for the inclusive
community growth”.
Project RORS-353 budget: €758.992,50.

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/eurostat?__eep__=6&__tn__=*NK*F
https://funed.rs/en/?fbclid=IwAR2_RhyDoRzaQvyftI3cY9s7WOcuLgCKNisVQtHAYQ4fWYawpcLnr53gSp4


You can call it Bega or Begej, after all, it is the same river that unites the neighbours in Banat cross-border region.

With the European Union's financial contribution, the Interreg-IPA CBC Romania-Serbia Programme supports the
rehabilitation of an important water connection between people living in this border region. ”The repairing of the
navigation infrastructure on Bega Canal” opens new opportunities for transport and connectivity from Timișoara, in
Romania, along the river to Zrenjanin, in Serbia.

Health is one of the strongest aspirations of today
and is closely and inextricably linked to the
concept of economic and social development. It is
an inalienable right of all people and must be
understood as “a complete welfare of physically,
mentally and socially” and not just the absence of
disease or infirmity. One of the common territorial
challenges shared by the border region of the
Romania-Serbia Programme area is the prevalence
of cancer among the population as one of the
leading causes of death, especially when we
consider the ageing of the population, which is an
additional factor of the high occurrence of
malignant diseases.

Doctors from Romania and Serbia tackle the
challenge of better cancer diagnosis and
treatment. In order to stand strong against cancer,
it is vital to use modern medical equipment in
updated hospital facilities. Through cross-border
networking and research, a personalized approach
to treating cancer could be implemented in our
region. 

The successful implementation of the project ”Romania-Serbia joint initiative against cancer in cross-border region:
improved diagnosis and treatment of malignant tumours” will result in improved medical expertise, modernized
equipment capacities and improved human resources that enable more proficient and cost-efficient cancer treatment
protocols, as well as evidence-based healthcare policies.
The partners are General Hospital Pozarevac, the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Serbia, Emergency Clinical County
Hospital “Pius Branzeu” Timisoara, and County Emergency Hospital Resita.

Project RORS-193 budget: €11.686.116,02.

The partners are:
Banat River Basin Administration, Timis
County Council, 
Provincial Secretariat for Interregional
Cooperation and Local Self-Government, 
and Public Water Management Company
“Vode Vojvodine”.

Project RORS-15 budget: €13.850.687,41.


